
Warrior of Philadelphia

Listen beyond the mournful dirge

of lonely despair.

Hear also the final call to arms

for a soldier of hope.

See his sallow face and battered shield reflect the glow

of Armageddon’s dawn.

He stands armed by truth and fierce

with conviction

watching night and day cross

in the sharpening gray

over the hallowed ground

at the end of his world.

Then steps dreadfully forward

to take his place

among the reluctant ranks

of silent heroes. 
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