December 30, 2003

Dearest Dad,

This may not be the last letter I write to you, but I thought this was a good time to let you know how much I love you and how much I appreciate all the good examples you have set for all your children during your lifetime.

I see you in my siblings in so many different ways, in their love of family, in their ability to remain calm when those around them are not, in their compassion for others, and in their deep and unending love and respect for Mommy. I see you in my daughters and their cousins when they listen as you have always told us, “Do everything, but do it in moderation.”  They are adventurous and cautious at the same time. And they, too, love their Nana with their Papa’s adoration.

I see you in your sons-in-law and future daughter-in-law whom we chose because we knew we would forge strong marital bonds with them, just as you and Mom have done. Dad, you have given all of us so many gifts, not the least of which is longevity… and the grace and wisdom to know when it is time to go. We love you Daddy, and we will always miss you.

Love, Elizabeth

